PSYCHICAL RESEARCH
instruments of very great delicacy have been used to detect physical effects produced by psychical means, they have as yet not given any evidence of their existence. Perhaps this is hardly to be wondered at. The people who claim to produce them are very psychic and impressionable, and it may be as unreasonable to expect them to produce their effects when surrounded by men of science armed with delicate instruments, as it would for a poet to be expected to produce a poem while in the presence of a Committee of the British Academy.
Again, the delicate instruments used in physical laboratories may, until their technique has been mastered, give one result one day and a contradictory one the next, and illustrate the truth of Coutts Trotter's saying that the law of the constancy of Nature was never learned in a physical laboratory. The most complicated physical apparatus is simplicity itself compared with a human being. I have described the only two cases in which anything happened that was claimed to be psychical. One of my most interesting experiences was a seance when nothing at all happened. This was given in Mr Oscar Browning's rooms in King's College, Cambridge, near the end of last century by Madame Blavatsky, a very prominent theo-sophist of the time. She said at the beginning that her Mahatma in Tibet would precipitate a message, a cushion and a bell, and we sat waiting for, I should think, more than an hour, and nothing whatever arrived. The medium was not in the least abashed. She took the offensive, said it was all our fault, that our scepticism had created an atmosphere impenetrable to anything spiritual. She was a short and stout woman with an amazingly strong personality, very able and an excellent speaker. So well did she speak that she convinced the great majority of the
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